=

#
L

T
4
:
Lo
ad
.,J
4

e
T
[

£
LV

,/4

IN TWO
SECTICND

TQG

— e G e S e e w—

28 February, (CNS) - Sad
zoience~=itgtion world to-
thzt Standard

New York, N7,
! neva hit ths

day wiila trhe annocunseinsnt
bagavirrw

. e 26 yaar4o the second
oldzut acience~fictlon magazine in the
+)Y

world ifoosss i%'s own  home and makes

it"s nev home with its sister magdgzine.

Tkz - 2 aw combined ipagazine will

! bear a*e + e ﬁﬁfrt’inf Stories som-

hrilling wWendsr gﬁxnigﬁ ggg
maﬂﬁ;}bzaiﬁa It wall con-
:rtling volure pumbering,tle:
. Spring issus vsing Vols 33; Noe'la It
will continue pulp-shze; 114 puages and
25¢a It will contain scories original-
ly bought both for Startling end TuS.
No reprints will b e uszd, unless ‘tne
readers demand i to I tney doj; the
"Hall 0f feue" department, dropped when
(concluaed on puge 4, coluzn 1)
5T

WORLD?'S®S CLDE&
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WONDER’
TIC STORY’

ned secbined Thrilling Wwender -

for *he rewival cof

SCIENGCE-FICTION NGE

/

ES PLANS
Bl B

pege)

L

Publxoat5o:n

SECTION

ONE
Jomorrow T dayl”
"~ WARCH 1955 ISSUE_ ' _ _ _ _ Ten Cents

NQ REVIVAL FOR
"SF ADVENTURES'

New York, NY, 28 February, (CN§) - Har-
ry Harrison anncunced today that plans
nis magazine Sciencs
havs been dropped
ail waverial nas been returned
to their owners,

For wobout a year now, Harrison has
been trying <t o yevive §-F Adventures
and at times also announced plans for a
revivai of its companion magazine,Space
Science Fiction or a similer magazine.
Now @il plans have been droppeds. The
plans for wvival called for 160 pages,
digest-size megsziney selling for 35¢g.
A montinly scheduls was planned, o r a
bi-monthly schedule and a bi-monthly
comparion magazinee

(concluded.on page 4, column 1)
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BRRITIGH SCIENCE FICTION NE«S

_by idchasl Corper

k5 by Arthur Jean Coxz

".. 1 . %
Here are a fow titles: o £ interes*t to

ﬂ science~fiction readers framitne foring

If Arnouncement Number o £ Pukr_uh -tk

14 Wesklve i TN

' “The - Case For The UFQY; {(Uridenbi=

fied Fiying Objects) by korries K. Jass-
up, iliustrated, <320 pagess $3¢50," Cit-
adel Fress, lwmrch 1955.
“The Devil‘'s Pretty Daughter® (and
ther Ozark Folk Tales) by Vamce Ran-
dolph; illustrated by Glen Rounds,$3+75
Columbiu, April 1955 - -
-~ — The 0ld Die Rich™(and Other Gic- oiite
- Fiction Stories) by He L. uold, $3 .00,
Crowng February 71655,
®Tnto Spzce"” by P« E. Cleator, il-

'

1955,

"iho Goes There’" by John we Comp-—
bell,.Jdr.; Dell pocketbooks, 25¢g, Fplll
19359 =]

*The Edge Of Running wuter®™ by;dil-

"4 Way Home®, eleven stories by The-

_ odore Sturgeon, ~selected and edited by

| Groff Conklin, $3+50, Funk & n d wag-—

nalllse ., -

| "The Exploration Of The koon™ by ar=—

thur C. Clarks znd.-- R. 4. Smith, illus-

- truted, $2.50, Hurpers, awrch 30, 1955,

®The Flying Sszucer Conspiracy™ . b y

Donald E. Keyhoe (at it againl), $3.50,
Henry Helt, lay 1955,

®Inguiry Into Science Fiction™

I’.L.‘., lﬂ'f). A

33.50, G Pe Putmam, February 11, 1955,

?Ths POGO Peck~A~Book" by wult Helly
$1.00, Simon-& Schuster, lxy 16, 1955.

w3glemandsrs and  Other aonders",
Still lore Adventures @ £ &
Neturzlist,

»r‘é3o959 Tikings i

LT ¥Earthniight™ by arthur G. Clarke,35¢
in pocacTD“”V form und $2+00 hardbound,
Bzllantine . February 14, 1955,

Wark Caraizal® by_RuyﬁBrwdbury, 35¢
in pockethoex form and $2.00 hardbound,
Bullunting, ; limrch 14, 1955, - 8ix-of

»thegd ~+0ilesw heve never before been
~pdﬁllshed in book form,but I ungersts=nd
thut Some of the storizs im the-origin-
&l edition have hesn omittede
(concluded on page 4y column 9’

2

Romuntic
by willy Ley, 1llustr¢ted,:

lustrated; $3.504 Crowell, February «l, -

F liam Sloungre-issue, $3.00; Dodd, wead. |

by
Busil Duvenport,. $225; ~ Longmun's, np~

“Eurthpen, Come Home™ by James Blish’

V.rgo Sﬁatten tells me that his maga-
zine; The British Ecience Fiction laga-
ﬁjg§,~wa’l be Ubln’ “the same cover per-

manently from now on.

- -

‘The London morning peper §g£§ Chronicle

on November 27, 19%4;reported that when
a wail was décorated with & man on a
mule a t the Generzl Hospital, King's
Lynn, England, i n & young patients’
ward, the older children (9-10 years)
objected becsuse it wes 'too old fash-
ioned’ and *kid‘s stuff', “Let's havs
spaceships and men from Mars", they-
clamored.

Tit--Bitsy, 3d». weekly, in its December
1l, 1954 issue announces for its Decem=-
ber 18tn number thé opening instslment
of a seriul dealing with Marogy a robot
monster ersxved b y & md scientiste
Buckground: Londone

December 8, 1954 =~ The film, 'The Crea-
ture From The Black Lagoon'y is now be-
ing sunown in London.

The aally News Chronicle, dated Novem-

. ber:30y 1954, reports thut a li~day Ex=

hibition of horror comics is to be held
ut the House O f Commons from Monday,
December 6, 1954, It has been borrowed
from t h e National Union Of Teztures
(see previous news-item in ®British S-F
News™). Insteud of 30 sets of film st-
rips showing extracts from comics, 50
will be produced following many 4 e=-
mands e

December 11, 1954 =-Still re horror com-
icae: The Press vreported yesterday that
the Government came .to the conclusion
it must consider introducing a Bill
protecting youngsters ugainst the mags.
This was apparently stated by the Homs
Secretaryyisnjor Lloyd~George who would,

| however, prefer that the problem were
| dealt with other means..

The Government
is anxious t o restrict it to hoxrror
comics and not ‘to include other publi-
cutions.‘ The matter ﬂlll come belore

— e P T s e L= — . T
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Paterson, New Jersey, 1 March, (CNS) =

lots announced today ¢hat Frank Re Prietoy Jre

Counter Ray Ven Houten of the Fanvet bal=

had won the Commandership of THE

FANTASY VETERANS ASSOCIATION and that James V.Tauras3,Sre, was the new Pecretarye

Prieto was the Secretary of the organization for 1954y

and at the sume time was

Acting-Commander as the Commander-elect Bob adeler had rejoined the U§ hir Fo?ce
right after eleetion and could poﬁqcarry on s Commmnderes For full information
&bout the Fanvets write to Jumes V, Teurasi,Secrctary, 13703  32nd avenue, Flush-

s s G e S . WD e e GBS WS S o

"FANTASY & S F" MAKES
SPECIAL AWARD TO
KIRK DOUCLAS -

New York, NY, 18 February-= Jules Verne,
father of modern science-=fiction, sh-
ared honors recently with actor Kirk
Douglas a n d the Walt Disney Studios
when” the Magazine Of Fantasy And Scien—
ce Fiction ma d-e a special mward to
Douglas for his role in the Disney pro-
duction o f "“20,000- Leagues Under The
Sea", E
The award, presented to Actor Doug-
lae by Fantasy And Science Fiction pub-
isher Joseph We Ferman, ‘was made "for
his outstanding performunce :i-n Jules
Verne's '20,000 Leagues Under The Sea'
and in recognition to his.contribution
in hissplendid recreation by walt Dis=-
ney of & masterpiece of ereative imag-
ination and scientific foresight by the
father of modern science=-fiction".
In this new Cinemascope production
o f Verne's immortal chronicle of life
in the depths of the sea, Douglas plays
the part of Ned Land, the american here
pooner captured by Nemo after the ate
tack -on the armed frigautes:.

Athough Verne's masterpiece of life
below the water was written i n 1870,
Disney technicians still had trouble
with,some of the devices he describeds
Verne ciuimed that the crew of the Nuuw
tilus could don diving suits and walk
about without a-n y air hoses orair
lines linking-them 1 o +the submarine.
Only one such. self-contained suit had
ever been tritde The British developed
it o s an emergency meusure, using a
chemical rebreathing process, but it
was considered so hagzardjus that it wus
employed only during wartime on"suicide
missions"s After. months of research ,

Disney's team -of, diving and designing
experts came up with 8 practical guit
which met all of  Verne's requirensnts.

_ ing 54, New York_

‘the editor_of & s-f publications_

- oW WR et o e e e W W e S g S = S

FORMER EDITOR OF
"ASTOUNDING" ILL

btony Creek, Ny, 17 Jane. 1955, (CNS) =
Fe¢ Orlin Tremainey formedy editor of-
Strest & 6Smith's Astounding Stories
from 1933 to 1937, and also remembered
as editor of Comet Stories in ths days
Just pbefore Ww II, is recuperating from
& serious illness here in the mountains
of Northerp New York State.

kre Tremaine was editorial direct=-
or of several non~s=f magazineg when
i1l health forced him to give up work
lagt Aprile Doctors say, ™otal and
permanent disability®™, but NMre Tremaine
is not-accepting the finality of their -
stateménty and -treatment’ has brought
some improvemente.

Fantasy -~ Times wighes Mr's - Tre-
maine =zll good things towards a speedy
end -eomplete recovery, and looks for=-
ward® *t4o. the duy when he will again be

"PREFERRED RISK"
WINS "GAL AXY" CONTEST

- e e e o ee e e e

New York, NY, 22 February, (CNS) = Ed~
son kcCann's ™pPreferrcd Résk™ is t h e
winning novel im t h e current_Galaxy
Science Fiction-8imon and Schuster Nove
el conteste It will appear in Galaxy
Becience Fiction as a four part serial,
starting with the June 1955 issues It
wil1l be published as & hard~covered
book b y O&imon & Sehuster towards the
end of 1955 It 4is a full=length s~f
novel of about 75,000 wordse

About 300 novels were sent to th-
is contesty, with a total wordage of a=

e — i —— e A e e e s S -

v -
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(continued #n page 4y column 2)



v1vedo,
blned'magab,ne will shew encugn $horcas-
ge’ incirculation that -eventzally it
will' be & honthly. For the %m
it .will eontinme s & nuar?prJ,o Tais
compinetion is af experiments with the
hope of better stories and. eventually

monthly puhlicetierms- Wwith this., news
the science-fiction field is left with
but three pulp megezines: T h_,e above
combination, Sciercs FJctlon & artqux,
and Pl anvt.uiorres, gl ?7¢ and all

““published quarteriye

'.Ge;ngbavkoT
wasacalled wonder Storiese

-

P

“*"1*%ent

 J
3%

. agcq

-

A

. The _4Est issue of anlllwng WOrder
Stories wilier- its own covery was t h e
Winter 1955 issue, thé, lagt Fan+ns Lic
sS4 2xadd rc‘
“F§T¥Jn;??;122 w€§nd2? igg barn ia June
. zZ
1922.a 8 %cience wonder %**rﬂeq One
year later -it combined w1tn Llr konder
Stories born July 1929, Both mnEaz1nes

verathen published

Gernsbatk
published it until 1936 when S5tandard

s SO BT -
LPAHFRET {§~**“:§i¢.;n.__;“‘ ,L“;&thaqu
“ILAATLING DIOKLE:
(concluded from pags Ly bgtumnzlJca
{? i ey ue i
Fantas+1d q+or$ was, oorn, W¢1k ﬁe«re—f‘

;A8 boped that the new com= '

@ Qahng’ 5

1903 issues .

and edited by Hugo '
&fter the combination i:1t.-

bgught .1$.“2Thaqm*gf21ne was & montnly,-

until- 1935 apds has been a bl-monthly
since, excepd For a little over a yeary .
. Just before Wworld war II. ‘During the
Wer it wa-s.aun:}yw;'tezl)c, - re'&urn:mO‘ t o
b,—monthly after the war and going back
to quarterly'in 1983. At its peak after.
the War it .gowtgpined 180 pagese :

Fantastic Story saw the lignt of'
day in Spring 1920 us. Fantastic Story

‘."'J_ﬂ

bl—montnly.

-°*aaﬂ&1nb‘5torﬁes “was born in 193%
“BE & birmonandy, wdnt.gquarterly during -
the ﬂi.- P10
"poar' and alsbiwent bi-montnly,* ]
and then gqurterly dh 1953. .

3 .,Eo h Pritish @8itions of Thrilling
Wonder and °$a{ﬁh+§5lfolded a few montis
Nu Biitaghi ﬁditlon‘of Funt stic -

Stery ever aypexpedy

————— “-r

[+ i -

"g-F ADVENTURE””R‘EEV'IV.AL DROPPED
(concluded fromd-pige L, column 2)
o *Mr.\ Harrlson sta$es i n’ his an-
noupcement thg possibelity of & revival®,
4

Soon after 1t became Fun-.

: m,,anf tbadk b quarterly in 1953. .

bpecame ad mwonthly during the .

-en “the stungpdiultchell .movisg

- ed, wate Fetig)
|- external cbntrols Jt.0.
-stop and’ focus,

S-F Afventures  in the Fall of 1955,
fars ﬁaymﬂnd, the publisher, is a%

prasent "publ ighing such pocket muzazines

ol oas Qu1ck D;re and He. S

o e

S 'A *oundarﬁ as Klng'uJ,h JFO
and Calahl a close. second with

, THE COSKIC REPORTER

(concluqed from page 2, column 1.)
fa Jo -
"Science Fiction Terror Tales" edited
by Groff Conklin, $3.50, Gnoms Press,
February—-267-1955. To be published one

month later by Pocket Bqoks at 237.
an untitled 501qnce~flctlon antholc~-
gYs edlted by JLQlth merrll, 35¢, Lion

- s es

— o — — e — - - — e — —

*mesaf%cmmiowﬂ BAKES AWARD
. (conclﬁded frqm page 3y columu 5}
e "
fitting ruboer suit, end the. EQUa=lunge.
air from the aqua~lung is piped; via an
ingenious arrungement of tubes and hos-
68y into-the diver's “mouths » - Believed
to be the' first practICal selfwegﬁtain-
ed diving sults ever, invented, these
outfits represunt & mejor step forward

— . - e ] e

-for undersea exploratlon,

; Another’"flrsf* was chalked up whe
samera
was" made, _ into . & self~contained vait,
without entan llnf air and power lines
‘to the surfuceﬁ Housed in & p”e)f'::z~
cuse, it had precision
adjust the lens
plus a, special automa-
tic device whlch kept the pressue in~-
side the &ass three pounds greater than
the outside pressure at any level.

This is. . the first award of merit
that F“ntdsy_g Science Fiction has made
to'a motion picture. - Commenting ‘on it,
publisner Fermen declared."Our-sincere
est hope is that there will'be more and
more pictures i n_ the science~fiction
and fantasy veln.~whlch,,mer1t awards.

-We'll be looklng foryard to better stf

pictures &nd we.pOpa .they won't be long
in coming. ; ;

.y S | - L - -

— e e e e e _._——.-.—--—-

LHN UNITED anTES _ﬂg Sth ANNIVE; gnRY~
FaNVET CONVE&TLQN, Sunday, uprll 17585,

‘at Wwerdermenn®s . Hull,.3rd . 4ve & E. 16th

Street, New anh Clty._ AD&ISSION FREE,

-u--————-__—-—-—._..——-—._.
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Galaxy Novel #£23

SCLENCE-FICTICN NAWSSCCPR .

beci ience Fictione

condusted by J« Harry Vincent

"GaLlaxy NOVEL" #23 OUT IN lanCd

will be on the news-
stends daring March 1955, and will con-~
toain "hurder [ 1 Space” by bavid Ve
Reeds, & reprint frcm dmazing Stories.

TRLL.YED

3 YON D"

HAGAIN

Beyond Fiction #10, has been delayed a-

gain. The new ecnedule calls for it to
be on the nousstands near the end of
March 1955, while subscribers should be
getting i 4+ around ths 15th of warchel
Mr, Guinn still hes plenty of trouble
with his new press. It is probably one-
of the Jargest 1 n the East and has a
paper folder and gtitcher attached to
ito When they get it in full operation
it can turn out 7,000 complete mazezins
es {without covers) an houre. Bob Guinn
bought the press in 1951, and todats
hasn't been able to get the bugs out of
it, Two experts he nas called in, one
from Cinada a n d another from & n
gnginserinz job in South America, have
died (of naturzl causes) while attept-
ing to gst the press in operation. It
seems a parfect "hexed" press to pub-
lish Bsyond oh.

BABY_G

iRl BORN TO THE &SIuOVS

Wwaltham, lass»., 23 February, (CNS) = On
Saturday, February 19, at the hour of
4:30 hoe Ipaac msimov (with the kind
cooperation of his wife, udertrude, to

whom h e can never be sufficiently
grateful) bevame the proud father of a
beby girl. This is his second child,

the first being a boy (David), now 33
years olde The 1littls girl's nzme is
not jet officially decided upon.

2nd "TOPS IN S-F”

OUT_IN ENGLaND

isvnco Fiction #2 1 s out in
Englande "t is digestsize, 128 pagcs
and his 3 sbories: "™The First lkan On
The Bouon® by nlfred Coppel;"Tne Rocket-
teers Have Shaggy Ears® by Keitn Ben-
nett (tho no author is listed in tnis
British Zdition); and "Black Friar Of
The Flumss™ b y Isaac asimovy all re-
printed from the lst american Topse In

Tope In Sed

This.icauo is printed by Hollyfield
Printers, Ltd., Friern Barnet, London,
Na.ll, &a u d is distributed by Gaywood
Press, Ltd-, 30 Gaywood Street, London,
Sohe.ly Englanly, and sells for l/Go

Tre ccver has a nude green alien,
who is lookinz at an Earthman who loocks
like he's weraing tne alien not to come

closers 3In %he background is a wreaked
spaceship a t the base of a mountain
rengeco

The cover and printing is very good
this issuse. ~Frank Re Prieto, Jro

MFATE" OUT IN ENGLAND

4 British Edition of Fate is now being
published in Englande. " The first issue
was published in N,vember 1954, It
comes our morthly and seclls at 1/-, The
editoriel siafi there consists of:James
Leigh as editor; Robert N. Webster (Raoy
Pulmef) as associate editor along with
Chester S. Geieri hkary and Curtis Fulle
¢ry and arcienns Lrdens It isg publish-
ed by Press bucks Ltd, The kanor Houss,
Worester Puark: Burrey; and distribu~
ted by atlas Publishing & Distributing
Coey Ltde, 18 PBride Lzne, London, EC4,

{Publisliers &« n 4 distributors of the
British Edition of astounding)e T h e

British Fute is & combinution of Ameri-
cen articles end British meterisl, with
what seems like a predominant of Brit=
ish meteriul. The February issue (cur-
rent) has a cover by Virgil Finlay and
9 stories; 8 articlesy, 5 features and
3 forecastss, These forecabds ars on
the nature of predictions for your per~
sonal guidance like horoscopes and. as~
trologye
This is the second series of Brit~-
ish Zditions to gppears The first ap=-
peared in England a numoer of years ago
and unlike these thuat reprint the Amer-
ican covers i n full colors, they had
black and white Britisn coverse
-Fronk Re Prieto, Jr.

- - -

RabhZING STORIES" GAIN

With tho return of the departments in
amazing otories, Howard browne reports
a sharp upwerd swing i n  ¢irculation.
kltnough it is %oo early to guage, it
seems that tne better covers, illustra=-
tions a n d departments was just "the
shot in the arm" thet amezing needed to
brln: it _out of its slump.

LN


8_ciey.ee

L

e o o]

L]

FaANTASY = COLICS

Spzce Adventiures

_ beook is

- Bditore 5el, has

by Lane Stannard

which just about guit
ie

being 4 gelencs-fiction comiz a wii
back when it featured. almest eu*:“’iyg
“Ine Pestis?; a detective ccomic. row

<+

hap retursed % o the e-f field andnas
renamcd itesif Spece mdventuree = yiOoky
Jdondss Space Rapgers
is pure space adven-
ture, and ret as good as Hpace sdven-
tures used to be. Current issue iz #15
dated karch 19“5 and 1is publisned bi-
monthly. S '

Rocky Joneg, . It

Tom Corbests Space Cadet
by Dell *o,Fezture Publiciztions. While
Dell hed. ity it was a gquarterly, under
Feature its.a bi-monthly, still 10g and
32 pagese - Their (first issue is’‘duted
bny=June 1955 and Vol. 2, No. 1, Under
the.new cwgers .t h e Btories are much
poorer:as is the art work. nrlso under
Dell.sagh, issus contalneﬂ on e. long
story while ungel” 'Feuture a number of
shnort stories are used. while poors
er than when Dell had it, it still is &
good spacs opera comic.

Feature was once the publlsher of
Frenkenstein Comice, which folded  last
yeere

Jjust published their
#5 edition of Fantdstico, bwrch - 1955.
Tois -mpguzine is printed in Spunisnh and
puhlisned in lexico & reprints from the
United States science=fiction comics.
Tﬂ i3 issue. 1s & reprint of one of tne

suee NES )nﬂgd"Jarter, Spucemun; an
A* lug (

EANDON  HOUSE
Fublishers of Fixiisy-Times
Pale BCJC AEEIIC
Paterson 23; New Jersey

Franklin M Dietz Jr 221
156 W

PRINTED LaTTER ONLY
Form 3547 Requested
A1l required Postige Guaranteed

hinnss Xhe entare
taken v p witn adventurds of

has been sold .

J

.:-'.n::__;'._‘.t!%&"TILE
S-F Newsssope und Funu“sywbbmlcs
“The Worid Of Tomorrow Todayl®

- o =

Published semimonthly by FANDOM HCUSE

i0¢ 2 copy; 12 issues $le $2 a year

from  FaNDOWM HOUSH, P. O. Box #2331,
Paversun 235 New jerseyo.  4dve ;;quu
$5 a fell pages #£3 hai PagH-.
1 .':f;»!- 9d ‘per copyy L5504, p("’

yesr irca MILCRCSS BOOK SmRVTfEu 8
Yictoria SHreetn . ’{V POOL 1. mlGLANDe
2USTRLLIN PATES: One Shilling per
gopys L0 uhnll¢ngs for 12 issu€s, aid
Gue Pound for 24 1ssues, from ROGER
DaRDe 232 Jumes 5% ree‘h, PLRTL'{, WEST-
ERN  AUSTRALIAe

James Vs Taurzsi, Srey and Ray Van

Houten, Editors and Publishers.

_h FaNDOM HOUEE PUBLICATION

— e —

LILCROSS can supply you with any cwr-
rent British science/funtasy magazine
or books., Also with used s/f bocks and
muguziness Funtasy-Times has used this
service since 1947 and finds i t very
satisfectory. Write today for a cata-
log. @ILGROSS BOOK SERVICE, 68 Victoria

—

L U e P g o Y

MOVING?
Let Fantasy-Times know when ¥ou move,so
you'll not miss any issue#. Give your-
old as well as your new address und al-
low about 4 weeks for the change.
The number on the wmailing sticker i s
tne number of the last issue you  heve
Comiugs regub us s9qn u8 possible«eedes

oy ¥ UNITED

Main St
Kings Park LI NY




-

4| 7‘1
!.'/ N ’1'
e aY e b et
§ ‘A ! ':‘! ‘l \
Eiiljl L,l}i}{;;:y)'{y! \515

A

!
3

L REVIEWS

HELL'S PAVEMEL

T by Damon Knignt, Lion
Books, .19355; 182

s 354

-

(e

Damon Knignt's me’den novel is & weird
and wonderful account of the mest in-
tellectually terrifyving future sociagty
conceived 1 n fiction since the lats
Georze Orwell's "1984%. And knignt's
grisiy.world of 2134 i 8 =2 good deal
more convincing than the one tue Lnz-
lisn novelist wove ‘out of a aefenduble
but overwrought  polivical pessimism:
given the init&dl premise of Knignt's-
analogue machines; what foliows from
their misuse by menkivnd’s mentors is a
matter of simple &nd inescapable ex-
trapolation. :

"The road t o hell is paved with
good intentions.™ Precisely. and, in
Knight's Hell's Pavement, 1 t 1is even
frequently guarded b y ‘“angels™ with
flaming svwords. These "angels" are the
products of the hidecusly efficient an-
alogue mechinses, which, by‘tne time the
novel gets under way, have besn used to

instill inhdvbitive illusions into the
minds o f alrmost every human being on
sarthe These illusicns tuke meany guis-—

es, and "guard" their lhuman nosts a=-
geinst & myriad of Yanti-socizl" acts,
depencing on whikih of the multitude of
self-delimited societies the hosts in-

habit. In tae hypotrophtied worla known
to the novel's hero, Artnur Bass, the

illusion takes the shape o f an angel
with a eword, which s&ppears &s a fisry
warning before the temporarily insane
eyes of t h e potential "“arongdoer®,.
Children & r e even-forewarned of the
visitation +they cun expect after pro-
cessing from the sacred znulogue ma=
chines:
WIf & sin I would commit,
Angels stund 'twixt me and it.
If I would a duty shirk,
Congcience guide me to the work."

The wieion #s so terrible and convinc~-
ing taat; 1in @ sosiety which believes
i* to be the viellation o f an autnal
angel. it need appeur at a crucicl mo=
mert but once o0 © twice to wun uveringe
persone After that, théy watch their
8UvEep -

which, of course, mikes the intro-
duction i nt o the story of ®iesser
breeds without the Luw® a necessity for
the devalopment of conflicts Bass is
one of tness; =« n “Immune®. Although
proccssed hy the analogus machine like
all of hig fellowssat the age of seven,
Buss never usqiived & n &ngels ©Since
geomingly herrlble things happen ‘to
knowa Immunes, Bass keeps the knowledge
of his leck to hinself == he is zi orce
feorful znd ashumede By the time the
novel beging, he has become sometnning
of & neurotic wresk &s a result. 3ut
it ‘s.not long tefore he sncounters oth-
e» Imrunes, and hhen ~- however, ii's
Knignt ‘s stcry Zrom there, end a damred
deligntful owe ix is, toos

st lust!, comment on the plot, inni~
dentsily,mignt be in order hers: us its
tradavionsl in science=~fiction stories
Cealing with « seemingly hopeless fut-
ure; taere 1 s in Hell's Pevemsr® Cne
Lzst Best Hope. I n this case; ' tihe
“Hope®“ 1is +the subversive organization
of the Immunes, Usuzlly, such becevo-
lent  organizations a r e  preseated
Wstraight", in clear~cut conflict with
the powers of evilywith the hsro stead~
fast in the right corner. However,
Knight is too subtle and careful s wgri-
ter to loose any chance of tautening the
reader's intercst and sense of engage-
ment.  During much of the last hell of
the novel, therefore, +the hero enter-
tains growing doubts wbout the moral
vorth of +the Immune organization, and
even wonders what sort of &lihreat it-
represents, t o himself. Certainly he

.
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has good reason to do so, and tne read-
er shares his anxieties. when at last
he lwarns that some of his worst fears
are grounded in fachy, hisg == andy, I
suspect, the reader's = reaction will
prove eltogether unexpectede.

But the bare bones o f an intro-
ductory summary of +this sort can give
little more than a hint of the full-
fileshed charm a n d dintelligence with
which Knight tells his tale. His hund-
ling o f his complex material proves
continually provocative and original,
Especially is this +true in his manner
of narrations Some readers are going to
be briefly perplexed a t points, for
Knight is apt to introduce some of the
uncannier aspects of his future world
suddenly and without any introductory
warning -- the explanation or clarifi-
cation comes latere One such scens is
that of Bass in a "shooting gallery",
which takes on a gruesocmely knigntmer-
ish character as a result. This teah~
nique 1is effective in continually en-
gaging the reader's curiosity, provided
he recognizes the technique for whet it
igs, and not as a malign attempt to con-
fuse hime

The structure of the novel is not
without flaw, unfortunately, espscially
in its last third; vhere internal svi-
dence would seem to indicate either ex-
tensive cutting or carsless and hurried
writinge This particularly <ffects the
entire episode in which Bass and a fe-
male Immune are trapped in the fantus-
tic community known as "The dlank". The
weirdness and uneathliness of the sce—
ne is so mucia at variznce with the rel=-
atively mundane backgrounds previously
encountered b y Bass that it neesds to
bulk larger and more effectively in the
substance of the novel as w whole, or
should have been omitted entirely. Nor
does the cramped space alloted the epi-
sode 1 n the book apparently permit
Knight a sufficiently convincing ex-
planation of how the inhabitants of The
Blank mznage 1o accomplisih their appar-
ent mental wonders, or what their ac-
complishments may mean’ t o ths ™good"
future the Inmunss are theoretically
engaged in building.

To finally summarize, Hell's Pave-
ment == despite a title which, regard-
less of its origin i n a familier and
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________ Fantasy-Times Book Reviews
appropriate maximy manages to sugzest
somebhing Norvell Page might have be-
stowed o n cne of his selections from
the canchooks of Richard wentworth, The
Spiaser == 4 8 a brignt und promising
firs. uovvl, It is, too, one of the
rare pieses  of science~fiction to deal
more ‘hzn subconciously with the prob-
lem of worulidty -=— a concern also not-
igable 1 a the writings of a science-
fiction author who deserves more ceriti-
cal attention than he has received,;Jack
Vunces A quotation from the un-Went-
worth-like notebooks of Knight's char-
actery, Archdeputy Laudermilk, will ser-
ve to illustrate this unusual saspect
and to close this review of what may be
the best science~fiction novel of 19553
*10414. The conviction thut we
are all put here to work out a ser-
ies of complex etinical problsms, the
rules of which are never statedo An
inner tning, strionger how than ever;
I em less und less able to believs
thet it has anything t o do with
c¢hildhood conditioning. I find the
same note evsrywhere; 1it's the one
essential; you can feel it under the
mos% diverses and hardened patinas of
dogma end disbeliefs lwin, the prob-
lew~solving animzl: but a % bottom
ull the problems are moral.®
~Bill Blzckbeard
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The revival o f that famous pre=-war
fanzine
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